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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 562 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT PGOV KS 

SUBJECT: KIM TAE-CHUNG ADDS VOICE TO ANTI-REFERENDUM CAMPAIGN 
REF: SEOUL 0521 

1. FORMER PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE KIM TAE-CHUNG HAS ADDED 
HIS VOICE TO INCREASING OPPOSITION APPEALS FOR ABANDON- 
MENT OF REFERENDUM PLANS. GOVERNMENT, MEANWHILE, HAS 
GIVEN NO CLEAR SIGNAL AS TO HOW RESTRICTIONS ON APPEALS 
FOR REFERENDUM BOYCOTT WILL BE APPLIED. 

2. IN HIS FIRST PRESS CONFERENCE SINCE HE WAS 
KIDNAPPED BY KCIA IN JAPAN IN 1973, KIM TAE-CHUNG 
JAN 25 APPEALED TO PRESIDENT PARK TO ABANDON 
REFERENDUM PLANS AND TO OPEN A DIALOGUE WITH OPPOSITION 
LEADERS. HE CLAIMED RESTRICTIONS ON SPEECH AND PRESS, 

CREATED SITUATION IN WHICH IT WAS MEANINGLESS TO ASK 
PEOPLE TO VOTE ON YUSHIN SYSTEM. IF A REFERENDUM 

IS TO BE HELD, KIM SAID, PRESENT REFERENDUM LAW 
WOULD HAVE TO BE CHANGED TO ALLOW CAMPAIGNING ON 
ISSUES AND TO GUARANTEE FAIR VOTING AND BALLOT 
COUNTING. KIM ALSO ASKED PARK TO REMOVE PRESSURES 
ON TONGA ILBO, WHICH HE CLAIMED WERE OF SORT NOT 
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INTERVIEW GIVEN FULL COVERAGE IN TONGA ILBO AND 
CARRIED TO LESSER EXTENT BY OTHER PAPERS. 

3. ALTHOUGH GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED THAT BOYCOTT APPEALS 
WERE ILLEGAL (REFTEL), IT HAS BEEN UNCLEAR SO FAR AS 

TO HOW STRICTLY SUCH RESTRICTIONS WILL BE APPLIED. 
PROSECUTOR GENERAL ANNOUNCED JAN 24 THAT BOYCOTT 
ISSUE WOULD BE CONSIDERED ON A "CASE-BY-CASE" BASIS, 

WHILE ON JAN 26, CENTRAL ELECTION MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE, WHICH WAS SUPPOSED TO RENDER DECISION ON 
WHETHER SOME STATEMENTS ON REFERENDUM B KIM YONG-SAM'S 
AND NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR RESTORATION OF DEMOCRACY 
CONSTITUTED POSSIBLE VIOLATION OF LAW, DUCKED ISSUE 
BY REFERRING IT TO MININSTRY OF JUSTICE. 

4. COMMENT: THUS FAR, OPPOSITION ELEMENTS ARE VIGOROUSLY 
PUSHING BOYCOTT ISSUE, AND WITH TONGA ILBO AND TONGA 
RADIO STILL INFIGHTING MOOD, THEY HAVE BEEN GUARANTEED 
MAJOR MEDIA PLATFORMS FOR THEIR APPEALS AND STATEMENTS. 
WITH KIM YONG-SAM DUE BACK IN SEOUL JAN 28, 

EXENT TO WHICH NDP READY TO GO IN CONFRONTATION 
SHOULD BECOME CLEARER IN FEW DAYS. GOVERNMENT 
APPEARS TO BE TEMPORIZING AT THE MOMENT AS TO HOW 
STRICTLY IT WILL REACT TO THIS SORT OF ACTIVITY, 

EVIDENTLY AWARE THAT A HARSH CLAMP-DOWN WILL TEND 
TO DETRACT FROM HOPED-FOR EFFECTS OF REFERENDUM 
VOTE. 

SNEIDER 
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